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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

The Academic and Student Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees of the University of Oregon will 
hold the following public meeting remotely with a video livestream available for members of the media 
and the public. Subjects of the meeting will include remarks from the committee Chair and University 
Provost, as well as informational presentations of the Lundquist College of Business and the Oregon 
Institute of Marine Biology.  

Video livestream information is available at: https://trustees.uoregon.edu/meetings. Meeting materials 
are available at: https://trustees.uoregon.edu/upcoming-meetings.  

The meeting will occur as follows: 

Monday, March 3rd at 11:30 a.m. Pacific Time 
Remotely via Zoom 
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Board of Trustees of the University of Oregon 
Academic and Student Affairs Committee | Public Meeting 

11:30 a.m. | Monday, March 3, 2025 
Virtual Meeting Via Zoom 

Convene 
- Call to order & Roll Call

1. Chair’s Report. Elisa Hornecker, Academic & Student Affairs Committee Chair.

2. School/College in Focus: Lundquist College of Business. Bruce Blonigen, Edward Maletis
Dean, Lundquist College of Business.

3. Provost’s Report. Chris Long, Senior Vice President and University Provost.

4. Informational Presentation on the Oregon Institute of Marine Biology (UO Charleston).
Elliot Berkman, Divisional Associate Dean, Natural Sciences.

Meeting Adjourns. 
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Agenda Item #1 
 

Committee Chair’s Report 
 
 

THERE ARE NO MATERIALS FOR THIS AGENDA ITEM 
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Agenda Item #2 
 

School/College in Focus: Lundquist College of Business 
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Agenda Item #3 
 

Provost’s Report 
 
 

THERE ARE NO MATERIALS FOR THIS AGENDA ITEM 
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Agenda Item #4 
 

Informational Presentation on the Oregon Institute of 
Marine Biology (UO Charleston) 
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Establishment of the “UO Coastal Campus” as a Degree-granting Location 
 
Proposal Summary 
The University of Oregon (UO) is seeking to convert an existing “other instructional site” in 
Charleston, OR to an “additional location” and rename it to the “UO Coastal Campus”. This 
requires approval from the UO’s accreditors but does not require Board of Trustee approval. 
 
Currently, there are no programs at the location that meet the 50% credit threshold for an 
“additional location” as defined by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities 
(NWCCU). Undergraduate students in the Marine Biology major complete 3-4 terms there and 
the rest of their time in Eugene.  The UO plans to partner with the local community college, 
Southwestern Oregon Community College (SWOCC), to offer more than 50% of the degree at 
that location such that students could complete the entire degree on the Oregon coast. 
 
SWOCC has indicated it regularly hears from prospective students who are interested in UO’s 
Marine Biology program but would prefer to complete the entire degree at the coastal location. 
SWOCC is in a unique position to attract in and out of state students for this program because 
they have student housing available. As a result of these conversations, UO and SWOCC 
representatives have collaborated to develop a 2+2 degree plan that would allow these 
students to achieve their goals on the coast. The UO anticipates 3-5 students per year will 
follow this path based on SWOCC’s estimates of interest. 
 
Location Summary 
UO Charleston is a University of Oregon site located in Charleston, OR that enables university 
teaching, research and community engagement, and houses the Oregon Institute of Marine 
Biology (OIMB). The campus consists of 11 acres of occupied property (more unoccupied) with 
25 buildings including research labs, five classrooms, housing (for a maximum of 85 people 
including dormitories, apartments, and cottages), dining facilities, administrative offices, 
maintenance and shop facilities, and an auditorium. In addition, the UO’s aquarium and 
museum, the Charleston Marine Life Center, serves the surrounding community and an 
opportunity for our students to complete internships around marine science education, 
aquarium science and animal husbandry.  Through inter-agency agreements, the campus also 
accommodates the administrative offices and research laboratories of the South Slough 
National Estuarine Research Reserve and the Charleston office of the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, both frequent partners that supervise UO students in the OIMB internship 
program.  
 
UO Charleston is situated with 5-10 miles of coastal and marine habitats (rocky intertidal, kelp 
forests, beaches, salt marshes, mudflats and dunes recreational areas) including the 5K acre 
South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve, all used for field trips for our courses and 
sites for local research. In addition, OIMB has a small remotely operated vehicle, two offshore 
research vessels, the R/V Pluteus and brand-new R/V Megalopa as well as small boats for 
working within Coos Bay and South Slough. 
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OIMB has five Tenure Track faculty and two career resident faculty that conduct research (year-
round) and teach (primarily in fall and spring terms) at OIMB year-round. During the summer 
term OIMB has visiting instructors from other institutions (e.g. University of Florida, Western 
Washington University, Oregon State University) that teach classes. In addition, in the new 
“People and the Coast Program”, faculty teach interdisciplinary courses along with UO 
instructors from the main campus in Eugene that stay in residence (or commute) to OIMB. 
 
Approval Process 
The decision to make this change is the result of ongoing conversations with SWOCC in which 
they have demonstrated their student interest in the program if we could offer it in this format. 
These discussions have included the primary advisor and faculty member for Marine Biology at 
UO, the associate divisional dean of natural sciences in the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) at 
UO, and the associate vice provost for academic affairs at UO, all in consultation with the CAS 
dean and the Provost, who have both approved the change. On the SWOCC side, the Dean of 
Instruction and the Vice President of SWOCC have been the key participants. While the 
increases in enrollment are modest, the partnership with SWOCC is an important outcome of 
the change. 
 
Timetable for Implementation 
The UO intends to allow students to enter SWOCC in Fall of 2025 under this agreement 
provided proper accreditation approvals can be obtained in time. The UO is also prepared to 
delay until Fall 2026 if necessary. Given the change in status will not require operational 
changes or the addition of new resources in Charleston, a long lead time to prepare for the 
change is unnecessary. 
 
Resources 
The site currently has sufficient capacity to absorb the modest additional enrollments expected 
by this change. Those additional students will join students from the Eugene campus in courses 
and facilities that already exists and will add no additional operational costs. 
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